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July 1, 2016 - June 30, 2017

 The year 2016-17 began with a 

celebration of Independence Day at the 

Harris-Cameron Mansion on July 4 with 

David Biser, John Harris, Jr. re-enactor, and 

Richard Fox, Benjamin Franklin re-enactor. 

Both read from the Declaration of 

Independence from the front porch of the 

mansion. The event was sponsored by 

David W. Volkman. 

  The Society partnered with Lamar 

Advertising of Lemoyne to prepare digital 

billboards announcing activities of the 

250th Anniversary year of the Mansion, 

which continued through December 2016. 

 

  The Adopt-an-Artifact program was 

established, allowing donors to provide 

funds to restore various artifacts in the 

Society’s collections. The first artifact was 

an important 19th century barometer from 

the Dauphin County Court House, adopted 

by Jack and Rachel Bair, restored, and 

placed on exhibit. 

  The Museum Shop expanded its 

selection of products for sale, including 

post cards, note cards, posters, and 

magnets. New publications on topics of 

local history were purchased for resale. 

Paul Kahan’s book on the life of Simon 

Cameron, “Amiable Scoundrel: Simon 

Cameron, Lincoln’s Scandalous Secretary 

of War,” was one of the books offered in 

the shop and online. 

ANNUAL REPORT 



  The crumbling historic brick wall on 

Washington Street was replaced with a 

slighter small replica. The entrance from 

Washington Street was widened for safety 

reasons. The wall was financed with funds 

from a Dauphin County Gaming Grant. 

Staff and volunteers gathered to insert 

souvenir items and a glass bottle in a cavity 

in the wall. 

  An increase in visitation to the mansion 

and use of the library was observed during 

the Anniversary Year. We welcomed 

individual guests, groups, and 

schoolchildren for tours and rentals. 

  Among the Sunday afternoon 

programs were presentations on 

African American history in 

Harrisburg and B’nai Jacob 

Synagogue of Middletown, 

sponsored by The Hall Foundation. 

Anniversary programs included 

Ghost Tours of the Mansion 

sponsored by LeRoy Zimmerman, a 

scholarly symposium on Simon 

Cameron, and Christmas at the 

Mansion/Holiday Market, sponsored 

by Highmark.  

  Major sponsors for the 

Anniversary Year were Dauphin County 

Commissioners and The Stabler 

Foundation. Media sponsors were abc27 

and 360tourdesigns.com; event sponsor 

was M&T Bank; and Pinnacle Health 

sponsored the Anniversary exhibit. Our 

thanks to these sponsors for their 

contributions. 

  In the Alexander Research Library, we 

added new materials to the popular 

yearbook collection, and to the document 

and artifacts collections. 

  We were enriched by the loan of a 

portrait of 19th century Mansion resident 

Thomas Elder from the State Museum of 

Pennsylvania, on exhibit during the 

Anniversary Year. 



  Staff members and volunteers 

completed important collections activities, 

including cataloguing, organizing 

and housecleaning, and exhibiting 

artifacts. 

  Fundraising activities during the 

year were a Colonial Tavern Night 

with whisky tastings in a Colonial 

pub setting and A Gala Victorian 

Dinner with a spectacular menu, 

both as part of the 250th 

Anniversary Year. 

  Architectural historian Dan 

Deibler of Harrisburg conducted 

research on the Mansion, including 

its construction, later additions and 

changes, and 20th century 

alterations. His report continues as 

he does research in Washington, 

D.C. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Restoration and maintenance activities 

continued on the three buildings of the 

Society complex. 

  The Board of Trustees accepted the 

resignation of executive director Nicole 

Smith and formed a Search Committee for 

her replacement. 

  Significant progress was seen in the re-

creating of Victorian gardens on the 

mansion grounds, thanks to Board 

members and volunteer gardeners. 

  We used social media, including 

Facebook, Twitter, YouTube, and Vimeo to 

call attention to and increase interest in the 

Society, the Mansion, and the Alexander 

Research Library.  

  “Uncle Sam Calls: Dauphin County in 

World War I” a major exhibit featuring 

more than 50 original posters, artifacts, 

photographs and documents, was prepared 



during the winter closing of the Mansion 

and opened to the public on April 9, 

following a program by military historian 

Col. Douglas V. Mastriano. 

 A fundraiser, “Victory Garden Tea,” was 

offered on May 13, organized and carried 

out completely by volunteers.  

  The Society received 

the “Milestone Award” 

from the Hershey 

Harrisburg Regional 

Visitors Bureau on the 

occasion of the 250th 

Anniversary of the 

Mansion.  

  The Society presented its first-ever 

program on LGBT history on June 11, 2017, 

when LGBT historian Barry Loveland 

spoke in the Victorian Parlor.  

  Throughout the year the Society 

marketed a commercial building it owns 

near the Mansion. The building and 

adjacent parking lot have yet to be sold. 

  A new marble floor replicating the 

original in Cameron’s solarium was laid in 

June. Extensive preparation work was 

required, including pouring of concrete 

footers, replacement of joists, and new 

plywood base.  

  After a nationwide search, the Search 

Committee of the Board of Trustees invited 

Christine V.E. Turner to be our next 

Executive Director. Christine was born in 

Harrisburg and lived in the region until 

graduation from high school. She worked 

in Minor and Major League baseball, and 

most recently was Director of Corporate 

Relations & Events for Ronald McDonald 

House Charities in Albany, New York. Ms. 

Turner began her duties on June 1. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 The Annual Meeting of the Society was 

held on June 14 at Paxton Presbyterian 

Church, Paxtang. A review of the year’s 

activities was given, Christine Turner made 

remarks, a Trustee was re-elected, and 

volunteers were recognized. A certificate 

was presented by president-elect Erik 

Fasick to outgoing president John 

Robinson. A church member give a tour of 

the historic building and graveyard, where 

John Harris, Jr. is interred. 

“I truly admire 

the work that 

HSDC does 

and am 

honored to 

have the 

opportunity to 

share with the 

public all the 

society has to 

offer.” 

 

www.DauphinCountyHistory.org   Follow us on Facebook. 

http://www.dauphincountyhistory.org/
https://www.facebook.com/DauphinCountyHistory/


Minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Historical Society 

The 146th Annual Meeting of the Historical Society of Dauphin County took place at historic 

Paxton Presbyterian Church in Paxtang, near Harrisburg, on June 14, 2017. Forty members 

and guests were present. 

The meeting was called to order by John K. Robinson, president of the Board of Trustees, at 

7:00 pm. He welcomed members and guests and thanked the congregation of Paxton Church 

for hosting the Society’s Annual Meeting. He also thanked Society Trustee Marcia Gobrecht 

for arranging for the location of the meeting. A review of the year’s activities was presented. 

Staff and volunteers were recognized and thanked. 

The president introduced Christine V.E. Turner, who had recently been appointed Executive 

Director. Ms. Turner thanked the members for their warm welcome. 

Trustee James Franklin, Esq., conducted the re-election of 

Erik Fasick of Lemoyne as Trustee. Members voted 

unanimously to re-elect Mr. Fasick and announced the 

officers for 2017: Erik Fasick, president; John K. Robinson, 

vice-president; Ruthann Hubbert Kemper, secretary; Paul 

Fisher, treasurer. 

 

Trustee David Biser recognized volunteers who had served the Society in some way during 

the previous year. Each is to be invited to a behind-the-scenes tour of collections of the State 

Museum of Pennsylvania in fall 2017. 

President-elect Fasick presented a certificate of appreciation to outgoing president Robinson, 

who then adjourned the meeting. 

Christine Turner invited attendees to join Paxton Church member Norm Daniels in the 

sanctuary of the church for a tour of that historic building and the adjacent cemetery, where 

John Harris, Jr., builder and first owner of the John Harris-Simon Cameron Mansion, is 

buried. 

After the cemetery tour, members returned to the social room for refreshments and 

conversation. 

Written June 18, 2017 

 

James Franklin conducted the re-election of a Trustee. 


