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Coming  Events 
 

 Saturday, Dec. 6—175th 
Anniversary of the Whig 
National Convention, Zion 

Lutheran Church, 15 S. 4th 

St., Harrisburg, 2:00pm to 

4:00pm. 

 Tuesday, Dec. 9—Deck the 
Halls, 5:30pm-7:30pm. 

 Saturday, Dec. 13—

Holiday Tours of the    

Mansion & the PA National 

Fire Museum. 

 Sunday, Dec. 14—     

Christmas at the Mansion, 

1:00pm-4:00pm 

 Sunday, Jan. 11—The Last 
Raft presented by Jack  

Dillman, 2:30pm.  

 Sunday Feb. 8—William 
Howard Day presented by 

Todd Mealy, 2:30pm. 

 Sunday, Mar. 8—Fackler 
Funeral Home presented 

by Jim Taljan, 2:30 pm. 

 Saturday, Mar. 21—

Genealogy Workshop.  

 Sunday, Apr. 12—Lincoln 
Funeral Train presented by 

Joe Garrera, 2:30pm. 

 Saturday, May 9—Tea with 
Dr. Agnes Kemp. 

 Sunday, June 14—

Susquehanna River Islands 

presented by Erik Fasick, 

2:30pm. 
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HSDC HOURS 

 

Office 
 

10:00 AM-4:00 PM 
Monday-Thursday 

 

Library 
 

1:00 PM-4:00 PM 
Monday-Thursday & 
2nd Sunday of the 

Month 
 

Mansion Tours 
 

1:00, 2:00, & 3:00 PM 
Monday-Thursday 

 

1:00 PM 
Before 2nd Sunday  

Programs 
 

Other times available 
by appointment 

2014 John Harris Award Recipient:                   
Ruthann Hubbert Kemper 

 
 

On Tuesday, December 9th, from 5:30-7:30 PM, the National       
Landmark John Harris-Simon Cameron Mansion will 
once again be the setting for the region's premier 
holiday celebration and recognition event, the      
Historical  Society of Dauphin County's 20th annual 
Deck the Halls. 
 

Ruthann Hubbert Kemper will be honored with the 
2014 John Harris Award in recognition of her tireless 
efforts on behalf of the Society to preserve and      
enhance the Harris-Cameron Mansion for the benefit 
of the citizens of Dauphin County. A native of Snyder 
County, Ruthann earned a BA at Thomas Edison 
State College, Princeton, New Jersey. She began her       
career as Curator of the Snyder County Historical  
Society, then served as Executive Director of the  
Capitol Preservation Committee from 1982 until her 

retirement in 2010. 
Ms. Kemper was responsible for  more 
than one hundred restoration projects 
in the Pennsylvania State Capitol, in-
cluding restoration of murals, artwork, 
Civil War flags, and Commonwealth, 
the famous statue atop the dome. 
Since assuming a seat on the board of 
trustees of the Historical Society of 
Dauphin County, Ruthann has directed 
over $400,000 worth of restoration   
projects for the exterior of the Harris-
Cameron Mansion. 
 

The theme of this year’s event is A Dickens Celebration and features 
wine and beer provided by the Vineyard at Hershey, heavy hors   
d’oeuvres and desserts. 
 

For information, call 233-3462 or visit www.dauphincountyhistory.org. 
 

Christmas at the Mansion  

December 14, 2014 - 1:00 PM to 4:00 PM 
Santa will be coming to the John Harris-Simon Cameron Mansion on 

Sunday, December 14th! The mansion will be open 
from 1:00 pm to 4:00 pm.  

 
Come and see the mansion beautifully decorated for 

the holidays including a special exhibit of antique toys.  
 

Light refreshments will be served and museum shop 
items will be available for purchase.  

 
Admission is a $5 suggested donation for adults and 

children 12 and under are free. 
  

It will be holiday fun for the whole family!  
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Mission Statement: 

The Mission of The      

Historical Society of    
Dauphin County is to  
collect, preserve, exhibit, 

publish, and promote  
interest in the history of 
Dauphin County for the 

education, enjoyment and 
benefit of the public. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Board of Trustees: 
 

John K. Robinson 

 President 
 

Erik Fasick 

Vice President 
 

Paul Fisher, Treasurer 
 

Cathy Lotwick, Secretary 
 

Barbara Barksdale 

Michael Barton 

Rev. David Biser 

James J. Franklin 

Thomas P. Gacki 

Marcia B. Gobrecht 

Ruthann Hubbert Kemper 

Calobe Jackson, Jr. 

Joseph Macri 

Nancy Mendes 

Jason Reimer 

James Allan Stuart, III 

 

 

 

 
 

Staff: 

Executive Director 

Nicole McMullen 
 

Curator   

Janet Mulligan Bowen 
 

Librarian ~ Ken Frew 
 

 

Office Manager                
Barbara Pollihan 

 

Docent ~ Howard Parker 

 
 

 

And a dedicated and growing 
group of Volunteers 

 
 

The Oracle is prepared and 

edited by Howard Parker 
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of Dauphin County 
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From the Director’s Desk ...   
 

Dear Members and Friends, 
 

This has been a very exciting year for the Historical Society. New 
Curator Janet Mulligan Bowen is a wonderful addition to our staff 
team. We also have many new faces around, as Janet has recruited 
a number of new volunteers to help with collections and education 
projects. 
 

The mansion itself has seen great changes this year. Thanks to the 
supporters of our capital campaign, our mansion exterior restora-

tion has made great progress. The roof of the mansion was repaired and 
painted a bright new red this summer. The attic windows were also re-
stored and painted. The second floor windows are now in the process of be-
ing restored. 
 

Our programs and events this past year were well attended, including our 
Tea with Maggie Cameron, July 4th at the Mansion, and our Star Spangled 
Celebration programs and exhibit, which honored Harrisburg’s connection 
to the national anthem on its 200th anniversary. 
 

As we move from our Halloween Ghost Tours to the holiday season, we 
hope to see you at our 20th annual Deck the Halls fundraising event on   
December 9. This year’s theme is “A Dickens Celebration”, and we cannot 
wait to share the mansion  in all its Victorian Christmas splendor! For chil-
dren and families, we will have Santa Claus visiting us again during     
Christmas at the Mansion  on December 14. 
 

Please stay in touch for news on the exciting programs, exhibits and events 
that we have planned for the coming year. You can stop by the office be-
tween 10 am and 4 pm, Monday through Thursday, give us a call, or visit 
the Historical Society online. We have an informative website and an excel-
lent Facebook page featuring photos of Mansion programs and exhibits, res-
toration work, and a historic photo of the week selection from the archives. 
 

Thank you so much for supporting the work of the Historical Society of 
Dauphin County! 
 

         Nicole McMullen 
         Executive Director 

A Word from the President 
 

It is my pleasure to write to you for the first time in The     
Oracle. You will soon be hearing from me again regarding 
the unexpected major renovation event for which we will be 
asking for your help. Please watch for that letter and respond 
as you are able. 
 

I hope that you have been able to participate in some of the 
activities we have planned for you, such as the July 4 celebra-
tion, the observance of the two-hundredth anniversary of the 

writing of the text to our national anthem, and our annual Halloween 
event, which has grown more and more popular since its inception. 
 

Our public programs on the Second Sunday of each month have proved to 
be informative and entertaining. A highlight was the Dauphin County     
History Fair, where historical groups around the county came to tell about 
their activities, and—more importantly—to meet each other, many for the 
first time. We hope this will be an annual event. 
 

I am personally pleased to invite you to Deck the Halls on December 9, the 
most important fundraiser of the year. Proceeds from the wonderful holi-
day party will help us to operate and maintain the Society throughout the 
year. If you have never attended, consider coming this year to see what all 
of the excitement is about! We’d love to meet you all personally. 
 

Many thanks to our staff, volunteers, and Board members for all you do to 
make our historical society an interesting, educational, and fun place to be. 
 

       John K. Robinson 
       President, Board of Trustees 
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Where Do I Park????? 
 

Free parking is available on-site for all 
programs and events at the Mansion. 
Free parking is also available on         
evenings and weekends in the Pinnacle 
Health physicians’ lot off River Street  
behind the Mansion property. 

COMING TO THE MANSION 

 2nd Sunday Programs 
 
January 11—The Last Raft presented by 
Susquehanna River historian and pilot of 
the Pride of the Susquehanna Jack         
Dillman. 
 

February 8—William Howard Day        
presented by historian and author Todd 
Mealy. 
 

March 8—Fackler Funeral Home since 
1865  presented by Funeral Director Jim 
Talijan. 
 

April 12—The Lincoln Funeral Train     
presented by Joseph Garrera, executive    
director of the Lehigh Valley Heritage  
Museum. 
 

June 14—Susquehanna River Islands      
presented by historian and author Erik 
Fasick. 

 
All programs begin at 2:30pm. Admission 
to all Second Sunday programs is free for 
members and by donation for non-
members. Members and non-members 
alike are welcome to tour the mansion and 
visit the  research library beginning at 1:00 
pm on Second Sundays. 

SAVE THE DATES! 
 

Saturday, March 21 
 

Genealogy Workshop 

with Kathy Hale of the                
Pennsylvania State Library 

 

Saturday, May 9 
 

Tea with Dr. Agnes Kemp 
Dauphin County’s First 

Female Physician 
 

Wednesday, June 24 
 

HSDC Annual Meeting 

Join us for a 
 

Holiday Tour 
 

of the 
 

Harris-Cameron Mansion 
 

and the PA National Fire 
Museum! 

 

Saturday, December 13 
 

at 10 am 
 

Tour begins at the Mansion. 
 

Space is limited. Please RSVP by 
calling 233-3462. 

 

$5 special admission at each 
museum. 

 

Free parking at both         
locations. 

1839 Whig Convention Anniversary 
 

In December of 1839, the Whig Party held its 
first national convention in Harrisburg and 
nominated the winning ticket of “Tippecanoe 
and Tyler, Too.”  
 

HSDC and Zion Lutheran Church will hold a 
commemoration of the 175th anniversary of 
the convention on Saturday, December 6 at 
2:00 pm at Zion Lutheran Church, 15 S.4th St, 
Harrisburg. 
 

The program will begin with a presentation by 
historian and HSDC docent Howard J. Parker. 
A tour of the second floor sanctuary will follow, 
which will include both patriotic and seasonal 
music performed by Zion’s Church Choir. The 
event will conclude with a reception and addi-
tional period music. Numerous displays of     
historic items specific to the Whig campaign, 
the Harrisburg Whig convention, and mid-19th 
century life will be available for viewing 
throughout the afternoon. 
 

The event is free and open to the public.     
Parking validation is available for the Chestnut 
Street Garage. 



In the Stacks 
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A Brief History of Amateur Baseball in Harrisburg 
 
 

The earliest spectator sport in Harris’s Ferry, at least which can be documented from the 
Annals of Harrisburg, was undoubtedly horse racing. Beginning at a point near his stone 
house at Front and Washington streets it has been noted that John Harris Jr. would regular-

ly race his friends and their horses down to below what is now Race Street. The town population was 
small and Harris of course, who invariably owned the best horses, usually won.  
 

By the nineteenth century, while trotting and harness racing, involving small two-wheeled sulkies was 
captivating the more affluent members of Harrisburg society, it was baseball or “Town Ball” as it was 
originally known which was gaining the broadest appeal. The Daily Telegraph for November 3, 1857 re-
ported on one of the earliest known games to be played in this area. Although it is unclear if this was a 
“match game” (i.e., played by the rules of the National Base Ball Association), its play date of Saturday, 
November 7, 1857 at 2 P.M. was obviously successful, followed by a second game on November 28: 
 

Ball Game – Quite an exciting game of baseball came off at the Trotting Park this afternoon at 2 
o’clock. The contestants were some of our principal citizens, who proved them-selves to be quite expert 
“fielders” on the occasion. 

-- Daily Telegraph 
  November 28, 1857 
 

These early games were played by loosely organized teams, local businessmen and lawyers on their days 
off. By the Civil War, the first identified Harrisburg club that we know anything about, the Keystones 
(originally known as the Mechanics) played what the Philadelphia Inquirer for August 21, 1862 called the 
first match game played in Pennsylvania, on a grassy field outside of Philadelphia against the Mountain 
Club of Altoona. Led by the distinguished lawyer, Robert Snodgrass, Esq. and Martin Walzer of the capi-
tal city the Keystones over the next several seasons were the stars of Harrisburg.  
 

By 1865 the Keystones had a worthy competitor. When “The Tyrolean Base Ball Club of Harrisburg” 
met for the first time on Thursday, September 28, 1865 at the Front and Market Street home of Dr.  
Andrew Patterson it was such news it made page three of the Patriot & Union newspaper. The smell of 
organization, real uniforms, leather balls and gloves was finally in the air. Dr. Patterson, 58, was mostly 
retired from medicine and, while apparently too old to have played on the Tyrolean’s, one of his sons, 
John E. Patterson, was a shortstop.  
 

The first Tyrolean grounds was established at the corner of North St. and then Pennsylvania Avenue 
(now Seventh St), a vacant lot owned by the Pennsylvania Railroad. The Keystones played there as well. 
The Tyrolean’s twice defeated the much-vaunted Cumberland Valley Club of Mechanicsburg, 37 to 15 in 
what was the final game of the season played on the grounds on a cold December 2, 1865. 
 

Although the Tyrolean’s gave the Keystones a run for their money, according to a Star-Independent ar-
ticle of October 2, 1905 (recapping those early years), the Keystones were more than often the victors. 
For a group of part-timers the Tyrolean’s were either very lucky or perhaps they managed to avoid the 
better-equipped Keystone organization altogether. Unfortunately we seem to know less about the   
Keystones than we do the Tyrolean’s. 
 

Aside from a pair of exhibition games during the 1865 season against teams who had turned pro, Wil-
liamsport and one opposing the old Philadelphia Athletics, the Tyrolean’s met with only one regular de-
feat at the hands of the Enterprise Club of Pittsburgh. The Tyrolean’s in time acquired a new pitcher-
captain, John Bayard McPherson who apparently could also hit as well as play several key positions in-
cluding shortstop and second base. Newly graduated from Princeton University McPherson would study 
law with Harrisburg’s John Hanna Briggs and go on to be admitted to the Dauphin County Bar.  
 

By 1868, having lost some of its star players the Tyrolean’s took a year off and reorganized around the 
loyal McPherson. For 1870 the club moved to a new field on the old Camp Curtin grounds but it was too 
little, too late. The 1871 season seems to have been the end of the organization as no further mention of 
them has been found. 
 

The Keystones meanwhile found plenty of other competition. On July 6, 1870 the Fairhill Baseball Club 
was organized, Fairhill being an early name for Allison Hill. Although little is known about the Fairhill 
gang after renaming themselves the High Boys (decidedly a better name), they went on to become the 
champions of Central Pennsylvania amateur baseball, out-distancing even the Keystones who would 
soon fade into history anyway. Later in the decade when the High Boys played New York one of its 
pitchers, Bill Hutter, reputedly learned how to throw a curve ball from the so-called inventor of the 
pitch, New York’s John Ward. When Hutter returned to Harrisburg, reported the Star-Independent, no 
one could hit him. 
 

Although more amateur clubs would follow – the 1870s saw the formation of the Harrisburg Dauntless 
and the Young Americas – professional baseball was waiting in the wings for Harrisburg. The Experts 
are said to have been the first city team to import professional talent. Using a field at Third and Muench 
near the old streetcar barns, they would morph into Harrisburg’s first professional baseball club. By 
1882, with Harrisburg having joined, along with Brooklyn, New York, Newark, Trenton, Camden,     
Wilmington, Reading, and Pottsville, the Inter-State Association, professional baseball in what is known 
as the first golden era had come to the state capital.  

              
        Ken Frew, Research Librarian 
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It cannot be understated that HSDC volunteers are an incredibly talented group of 
people with a love for all things of Dauphin County and life-long learning. It is evi-
dent that the work that has preceded my tenure as curator has brought many posi-
tive advances in the archives and collections in recent years. We want to thank all of 

our volunteers for their incredible efforts. 
 

Collections Update: Volunteers Ann Ebling and Don Schwab 
are diligently entering the paper records into the PastPerfect 
database as a continuation of what we call the “Binder Pro-
ject”. Many hours have gone into transcribing hand-written da-
ta into the PastPerfect database so that we can make infor-
mation accessible to staff and researchers. The project has hit 
the halfway mark. Ronnie Smith has invested valuable time in 
assessing our data in addition to archival processing. 
 

Student Opportunities: This summer we enjoyed the talent of 
high school volunteers Carter Reynolds, Madison Pollihan, and 
Victoria Wojciechowski.  In higher education, Greta Roser and 
Michelle Meek-Ekladious are volunteering as curatorial support 
and are helping set up “Pocket Projects” so that we can quick-

ly provide the region’s students with opportunities. 
We appreciate the talent and experience that the 50+ community has to offer.  HSDC has 
partnered with the AARP Foundation in their workforce development program by providing 
workers ages 50+ an opportunity to hone and maintain their career skills while unemployed. 
This year, AARP has placed Samuel Fumey, an educator with museum experience, with 
HSDC to help with the collections and education programs. 
 

Seeking the History of African Americans in Dauphin County: HSDC has greatly benefited 
from the talents and education programs of its board members and community in the area of 
African       American history. It is time to take it to the 
next level! Minority communities are underrepresented 
in the HSDC collections and exhibits. We are actively 
seeking papers, photographs, records, memorabilia, and 
artifacts. Recently we received a donation from Clayton 
Carelock through Barbara Barkesdale of a composition 
book owned by Florence Keys. Keys carefully constructed 
lists of graduates and educators of the Steelton Hygienic 
School 1885-1940. We also encourage oral histories of 
family and community members. Please spread the 
word! 
 

        Janet Mulligan Bowen, Curator 

Curator’s Corner 

 

Volunteers Ann Ebling and Don Schwab 

Made your list? Checked it twice? Still at a loss as to what to 
get your favorite history buff? Don’t despair!  HSDC has one-

of-a-kind solutions to your gift-finding quandary! 

Our museum shop boasts a wide and eclectic          
selection of books and publications, photographs, art 
and imagery, and  map reproductions. Visit in person 
during our office hours or on-line any time at our 
website. 
 

OR 
 

Give the gift that keeps giving throughout the year:  a 
membership in the Historical Society of Dauphin 
County. Use the form on the last page of The Oracle 
or online at www.dauphincountyhistory.org.  

GIVE HISTORY THIS YEAR! 
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Volunteer Spotlight 
 

Many thanks to the volunteers who were docents, gardened, worked in the library and 
archives, or served on committees in 2014. 

HSDC always welcomes new volunteers. If you have time to devote to helping the Society, 
call 233-3462 or email office@dauphincountyhistory.org. 

Marion Alexander 
Myretta Anderson 
Susan Artman 
Susan Auchincloss 
Rachel Bell 
Carol Buck 
Nancy Davenport 
Glen Dunbar 
Ann Ebling 
Sharon Edwards 
Samuel Fumey 
Richard K. Hartman 
Sharon Herzog 
Sue Hillegass 
Evelyn James 
Velma Jaminet 

Ernest Kepner 
Kelley Kaufman 
Louise Kunkel 
Susan Landis 
Lianne Lapitan 
Linda Lefever 
Sammi Lehman 
Kathryn McCorkle 
James Martin 
Michelle Meek-Ekladious 
Harry Nusser 
Beverly Pierce 
Madison Pollihan 
Alfreda Potrafke 
Sandra Prahl 
Carter Reynolds 

Greta Roser 
Dennis Rydberg 
Don Schwab 
Connie Shover 
Veronica Smith 
Anna Sutton 
Jesse Teitelbaum 
Morgan Voth 
Edie Walsh 
Kyle Weaver 
Joanne Wolowicz 
Victoria Wojciechowski 
Anne J. Yellott 
 

Thank You to Our Donors 
 

HSDC thanks the following for their generous financial    
support since November 2013. 
 

Dauphin County 
Stephnie Abadie 

L. Beach 
Bruce Bowman 

Erik Fasick 
Boyd Foundation 

Anne M. and Philip H. Glatfelter III Family Foundation 
Peggy Grove 

Friendship Force of Harrisburg 
A. Bailey Hackney 

Pat Hartranft 
Estate of Luther A. Herrold 

Guy Hilliard 
Hunter Myers Redus Foundation 

Velma Jaminet 
Kelley Kauffman 

Josiah W. and Bessie H. Kline Foundation 
McCormick Family Foundation 

Lynn Marsh 
Mary Sachs Trust 

George Moffitt 
Pa. Historical and Museum Commission 

Joanne Reckner 
John Robinson 

Donald B. and Dorothy L. Stabler Foundation 
Marcia Wilson 

 

Charles E. Laverty, Jr. 
 

Charles Laverty, longtime 
volunteer with both the 
Historical Society of        
Dauphin County and the 
East Pennsboro Twp.     
Historical Society, passed 
away in September. We  
extend our condolences to 
his   family. 

Coming to the 
Museum Shop in 

March 2015 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Harrisburg and the    
Susquehanna River 

 

By 
 

Erik V. Fasick 
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 At the Mansion and Out and About 

Long-time HSDC benefactor Carmen Finestra 
speaks to the fans before throwing out the first 
pitch at a Senators game this summer, with John 
Harris, Jr. (Rev. David Biser cheering him on. Mr. 
Finestra invited HSDC volunteers and staff to 
enjoy the game from his box at Metro Bank Park. 

Simon Cameron’s daughter Maggie, por-
trayed by Elizabeth Dillon, reads from her 
diary at HSDC’s annual Mother's Day 
weekend tea in May. 

State Rep. Patty 
Kim speaks about 
her father’s journey 
to the United 
States following the 
Korean War at the 
July 4th celebration 
while Benjamin 
Franklin (Richard 
Fox) looks on. 

Girl Scout Troop 1088 from Lower Paxton 
Township prepares to raise the 15 star flag at 
the Star Spangled Celebration in September. 

Docent Carol Buck recounts tales of the spectral 
residents of the Harris-Cameron Mansion and    
Dauphin County during HSDC’s second annual         
Halloween Ghost Tour. 

The Pillow Historical Society  displayed historic 
objects in its collection at HSDC’s Dauphin 
County History Fair in October. 



The official registration & financial information of The Historical Society of 

Dauphin County may be obtained from the Pennsylvania Department of State 

by calling toll free, within Pennsylvania, 1-800-732-0999.  Registration does not 

imply endorsement. 

NONPROFIT ORG. 
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Membership Form—Please Join Today 

Name:     _____________________  

Address:     _______ 

    ______________________ 

Phone:     

 __Home  __Work 

Email:    ______________________ 

Payment Method: 
 

__Check  Amount: $ ____________ 

__American Express 

__VISA 

__MasterCard 
 

 

Card Number     Exp. Date 

 

Signature 

 

 

Please detach and send with payment to: 

HSDC, 219 South Front Street 

Harrisburg, PA 17104 

We’re always thrilled to add new members to our 

rolls. Please help the HSDC grow its member base 

by sharing the form on the right with a friend or 

neighbor. 

 

We would also like to communicate with our current 

members more quickly and easily. Please help us do 

so by providing your email address to of-

fice@dauphincountyhistory.org and write “My Email 

Address” in the subject line. Thank you. 

 

Your Membership Contribution Benefits 
HSDC and Pays You Back  

 

As an HSDC member, you receive: 
Unlimited Mansion Tours. 
Unlimited Visits to the Alexander Family        
Research Library. 
Free admission to general programs. 
Discounts on purchases and HSDC sponsored         
activities and programs. 
Free subscription to The Oracle.  
Advance notice and discounts on special         
programs and events. 
10% discount in the Museum Shop. 
Members only programs and tours 
Free tour of Ft. Hunter Mansion with your  
membership card. 
 

Heritage and above membership levels enjoy          
additional benefits. 


