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Thursday, Oct. 4 thru Oct. 24—

Mary Sachs Exhibit returns to 

the Atrium of   Strawberry 

Square, Harrisburg. 

 

 

Wednesday, Oct. 17—HSDC’s 

first It’ll be History program on 

the coming presidential election 

presented by Dr. Shirley Anne 

Warshaw, nationally recognized 

presidential scholar, 7:00pm. 

Admission is free for members 

and $10 for non-members.  

Dessert will be served at 

6:30pm. 

 

 

Sunday, Nov. 11—A special 
Second    Sunday Program,  Major 
Dick Winters, presented by Ted    
Herman of the Hershey-Derry 

Historical Society, 2:00pm.    The 

Mansion is open for tours at 
1:00pm. Tour and program free 

for members, $5 for non-

members. The Library is open 

for  research, 1:00-4:00 pm. 

 

 

Wednesday, Nov. 28—Deck the 
Halls featuring the presentation 

of the 2012 John Harris Award 

to Greg and Susie Sutliff, 5:30-

7:30 pm. See article on page 

one. 

 

 

Sunday, Dec. 2—Teddy Bear 
Tea hosted by the Friends of the 

Harris-Cameron Mansion, 2:00-

4:00 pm. Watch your mail for 

more information. 

 

 

Sunday, Dec. 9—Due to a    

wedding scheduled on this date 

there will be no 2nd Sunday 

activities in the Mansion or the 

Library. 
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HSDC to Honor Harris Award Recipients Greg and 
Susie Sutliff at Deck the Halls 2012 

 

By now HSDC members within hailing distance have received their save-the-date cards for the   
Historical Society’s annual Deck the Halls. Traditionally held to kick off the holiday season on the 
first Wednesday or Thursday after Thanksgiving, Deck the Halls is scheduled for Wednesday,     
November 28th this year. 
 

The highlight of the event will be the presentation of the 2012 John Harris Award to Greg and 
Susie Sutliff for their longstanding personal and corporate commitment and contributions to our 
community. 
 

The Sutliff family has been making Dauphin County business history since the first family  automobile 
dealership opened over 80 years ago. Greg has been part of that history since he joined following 
service in the Navy during the Korean War and graduation from Dickinson Law School in 1959. 
During his tenure with the company, he has maintained a personal commitment to a corporate  
presence in Harrisburg. Greg and Susie have supported community efforts in Dauphin County, the 
Capital Region and beyond throughout their marriage and Greg's leadership of the  business. Greg 
will be the ninth Highmark Blue Shield Harrisburg 150 Living Legacy to be honored by the Historical 
Society since the John Harris Award was established in 2002. 
 

Make plans to join us for another wonderful evening and meaningful program in the Victorian holiday 
splendor of the Harris-Cameron Mansion. Invitations which will include ticket prices will be mailed 
shortly. Information on joining this event as a sponsor can be obtained by contacting 233-3462 or 
office@dauphincountyhistory.org.  

Evelyn James Retires 
 

Evelyn James, who has been The Historical   
Society’s Office Manager since October 9, 2000, 
retired from the position in October. In a small 
but multi-faceted organization like HSDC, the 
title “Office Manager” does not begin to      
describe the wide range of responsibilities   
involved in the position. Evelyn handled all of 
her diverse duties with efficiency, style and 
grace and  always gave a friendly greeting and 
cheerful assistance both on the phone and to 
visitors to the Mansion and the Library. 

 

Evelyn will be sorely missed at the Historical 
Society of Dauphin County. The Board of   
Trustees and her fellow staff members wish her 
a happy and relaxing retirement. 

Welcome Barbara Pollihan 
 

Barbara Pollihan has joined the HSDC staff 
in the position of Executive Assistant.  
Barbara has worked for associations, in the 
private sector and in the hospitality industry. 
Barbara brings to her new position a wealth 
of administrative and guest relations         
experience to  her new position and will be a    
wonderful asset to the Historical Society. 

Welcome New HSDC 
Board Members 

 

The HSDC Board of Trustees has recently 
welcomed a “fall class” of three new       
members who will bring a wealth of         
experience in   Dauphin County and regional 
history and historic preservation to their 
work with the Society. 
 

Attending their first meeting in October are 
Ruthann Hubbert-Kemper, recently    retired 
Executive Director of the Pennsylvania    
Capital Preservation Committee; Gina Douty, 
Historic Preservation Consultant and former 
Historic Preservationist with McKissick    
Associates, a Harrisburg architectural firm 
with a significant practice in historic property 
restoration; and Nancy Mendes, former    
exhibits designer with the PHMC, now with 
the PLCB, former Exhibits Director for the 
HSDC 2010 History Center and owner of 
Nancy Mendes and Associates, a graphic   
design firm. 
 

Ruthann, Gina and Nancy join Joseph Macri, 
VP-Trust Officer and Market Manager with 
M&T investment Group, and James Franklin, 
Attorney with McNees, Wallace and Nurick, 
LLC, who were elected to the board this past 
spring, in  three year terms. 
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Mission Statement: 
The Mission of The Historical 
Society of Dauphin County is 

to collect, preserve,   exhibit, 
publish, and promote interest 
in the history of Dauphin 

County for the education, 
enjoyment and benefit of the 
public. 
 

 

 

 

Board of Trustees: 
 

Tom Gacki, President 
 

John Tierney 

Vice President 
 

Paul Fisher, Treasurer 
 

Edith Walsh, Secretary 
 

Barbara Barksdale 

Michael Barton 

Rev. David Biser 

Gina Douty 

Erik Fasick 

James J. Franklin 

Marcia B. Gobrecht 

Ruthann Hubbert-Kemper 

Calobe Jackson, Jr. 

Kelley Kaufman 

Jack Krill 

Cathy Lotwick 

Joe Macri 

Nancy Mendes 

John Robinson 

Alyce Spector 

James Allan Stuart, III 

 

 

 

 

Staff: 

Executive Director 

Kathryn W. McCorkle   
 

Curator  ~ Stephen Bachmann 
 

Librarian ~ Ken Frew 
 

 

Executive Assistant ~      
Barbara Pollihan 

 

Maintenance ~ Bill Snead 
 

On Call ~ Howard Parker 
 

 
 

 

And a dedicated and growing 

group of Volunteers 

 

 
 

The Oracle is prepared and 

edited by Howard Parker 
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It’ll be History ... 
 

Presidential Scholar to Give  
Insights on the Election 

 
Noted presidential scholar Dr. Shirley 
Anne Warshaw will provide the perfect     
follow-up to the October 16th presidential 
debate with a program on the coming    
election at the Mansion  on Wednesday 
October 17 at 7:00pm. 
 

Dr. Warshaw will address the challenges 
that candidates Romney 
and Obama face in each 
state as they vie for an 
electoral majority. The 
program will include an 
audio-visual presentation 
of the electoral map, the 
key states in play, and 
how the Senate races 
interact with the    
presidential election. 
The manner in which 

PAC and SuperPac money is being used will 
also be examined. 
 

Dr. Warshaw is Professor of Political      
Science and the Harold G. Evans Chair of     
Eisenhower Leadership Studies at            
Gettysburg College and is the author of 
eight books on presidential decision making . 
She is a member of the Council of Scholars 
for the  Center for the Study of the      
Presidency and was a member of the 2000 
and 2008 Pew Transitions Projects for   
structuring the White House Staff. She is the 
editor of the Stanford University Press series 
on the presidency, a consultant to PBS, a 
frequent speaker on NPR and commentator 
for other national and international media. 
      
The program is free to members and $10 for 
non-members. Dessert will be served at 
6:30pm. Seating is limited. To reserve a place 
at the program contact us at 233-3462 or                      
office@dauphincountyhistory.org. 

Dr. Shirley  Warshaw 

November 2nd Sunday ... 
 

Major Winters Remembered 
 

The valor of Major Dick Winters will be 
remembered on Sunday November 11 at 
2:00pm in a special Veterans Day program 
by Ted    Herman of the  Hershey-Derry 
Historical Society. The World War 11 ser-
vice of Maj. Winters and the men in his com-
mand was immortalized in the mini-series 
Band of Brothers. 
     
Mansion tours will be available at 1:00pm. 
Each program is free to members and $5 for 
non-members.  

Mary Sachs Exhibit 
 

The very popular Mary Sachs      
Exhibit  honoring the life and       
accomplishments of the renowned 
local businesswoman and philanthropist 
has returned to the atrium at      
Strawberry Square in Harrisburg and 
w i l l  b e  on  d i sp l a y  th rough      
Wednesday October 24.  
 
Pictured at left are a photograph of the 
storefront on Third Street in         
Harrisburg and items of  clothing from 
the men’s store. 

Where Do I Park????? 
 

Free parking is available on-site for all     
programs and events at the Mansion. Free 
parking is also available on evenings and 
weekends in the Pinnacle Health physicians’ 
lot off River Street behind the Mansion 
property. 

Teddy Bear Tea Planned for 
the Holidays 

 

The Friends of the    
Harris-Cameron Mansion 
are planning a special  
holiday treat for the 
youngsters in the area 
with a Holiday Teddy 
Bear Tea! 
 

The tea will be held on 
Sunday, December 2 
at 2:00pm in the   parlor 
of the Mansion and will 
feature special teddy 

bear tea refreshments and activities! 
 

Guests are encouraged to bring their own 
special teddy bears to the Tea. 
 

The teddy bear collection of Ernie Kepner,  
long-time Friend of the Harris-Cameron 
Mansion and HSDC member, will be on ex-
hibit especially for the Tea. 
 

Costs and more information will be       
available later this Fall. Seating will be      
limited! 
 

If anyone is interested in attending the Tea 
or helping out, please contact Edie Walsh at 
(717) 766-8510. 
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Two Memorable Summer Moments at the Mansion 

Ben Franklin aka Richard Fox relaxes to the traditional 
Celtic music performed by the group Seasons on the lawn of 
the Mansion at the second annual Independence Day  
Celebration presented by the Friends of the Harris-
Cameron Mansion on July 4th. 

John Harris, Jr. aka Rev. David Biser learns the finer 
points of Pennsylvania German woodworking from local 
craftswoman Kari Hultman at the Mansion during the 
annual Harrisburg Gallery Walk on September 9th. 

Historical Society Acquires    
Curatorial Center 

 

Through the generosity of HSDC member and community 
volunteer, Anne S. Davis, the Historical  Society of Dauphin 
County has recently fulfilled a longstanding need for       
additional space for operations and curatorial storage and 
activities. 
 

The Society is now the proud and appreciative owner of a 
new curatorial center located near the Mansion property. 
The building was renovated by Anne’s late husband, John 
Butler Davis, in the late 1970’s and formerly housed his  
architecture firm, John Butler Davis and Associates. 
 

John was an active volunteer and a professional and        
personal contributor to the Historical Society during his      
lifetime. Anne is a long time friend of the Society, and former 
HSDC Board President, who continues the couple’s         
significant tradition of involvement and support. 
 

In recognition of that support, at their September    meeting, 
the Board of Trustees passed a resolution to name the   
facility and, at the suggestion of Anne and her family, the 
building has been designated The John Butler Davis  
Center for Historic Preservation. 
 

The Davis Center will not only enhance HSDC curatorial 
efforts, it will permit significant expansion of dedicated    
exhibit space and better use of the circa 1925 carriage house 
for youth and other programs. 
 

Plans are currently in place to renovate several rooms on 
the second floor of the National Landmark Mansion with 
benefit of a grant from the Donald B. and Dorothy L. Stabler 
Foundation for rotating exhibits of previously unseen      
Historical Society  artifacts and artifacts on loan from other 
institutions. The first exhibit, of 1920’s era clothing on loan 
from the Shippensburg Fashion Institute and Museum, will 
open in early April, as part of a series of events that will 
celebrate Harrisburg during the 1920’s and the period of 
ownership of the Mansion by Simon Cameron’s grandson, 
Richard Haldeman and his wife, Margaret Wilson Haldeman. 

Mansion Exterior Restoration 
Project to Begin 

 

You may see a lift by the Mansion, as you drive down Front 
Street in the weeks ahead, and a curious absence of     
shutters on the windows. It will be proof positive that the 
Society is beginning a multi-year effort to restore the    
exterior of the National Landmark Mansion. While we 
won’t be taking it one day at a time, we will be taking it one 
side at a time, beginning on the north side, which is seldom 
seen up close by the public and has had the least attention 
in the past ten years. 
 

As part of the project, windows, doors and shutters will be 
removed for off-site restoration, including, in the case of 
the windows, replacement of all cracked and broken panes 
and glazing. All of the trim, from the front porch skirting to 
the cornice, as well as the roofs on the 1766 portion of the 
Mansion and the porches, will be stripped, sanded, repaired 
and painted. Columns, second floor shutters and trim   
elements that are beyond repair will be replicated. 
 

Off-site work will be accomplished during the winter 
months and on-site work will be staged to accommodate 
public use of the Mansion during the busiest seasons. As 
befits its National Landmark status, all of the work will be 
done according to the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards 
for the Rehabilitation of Historic Structures. 
 

Funding to complete work on the north side, on all of the 
shutters and on a portion of the Mansion roofs has been 
provided by the Pennsylvania Historical and Museum 
Commission and by local foundations, including: The 
Anne M. and Philip H. Glatfelter Family Foundation, 
The Donald B. and Dorothy L. Stabler Foundation, 
and the McCormick Family Foundation. The Society 
continues to seek Funding to implement the project in its 
entirety. 
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Membership Form—Please Join Today 

Name:     

 
Address:    

     

     

Phone:     

 __Home  __Work 

Email:     

Payment Method: 

__Check  Amount: $  

__American Express 

__VISA 

__MasterCard 

 

Card Number 

 

Expiration Date 

 

Signature 

Please detach and send 

with payment to: 

 

HSDC 

219 South Front Street 

Harrisburg, PA 17104 

Thank you for 

your support! 

We’re always thrilled to add new members to our rolls. Please help 

the HSDC grow its member base by sharing the form on the right 

with a friend or neighbor. 

 

We would also like to communicate with our current members 

more quickly and easily. Please help us do so by providing your 

email address to office@dauphincountyhistory.org and write “My 

Email Address” in the subject line. Thank you. 

 

Your Membership Contribution  Benefits 

HSDC and Pays You Back  

As an HSDC member, you receive: 

Unlimited Mansion Tours. 

Unlimited Visits to the Alexander Family Research 
Library. 

Free admission to general programs. 

Discounts on purchases and HSDC sponsored         
activities and programs. 

Free subscription to The Oracle.  
10% Discount on meals & non-alcoholic beverages at 
the historic Mount Hill Tavern. 

Advance notice of special programs and events. 
 

Heritage and above membership levels enjoy          
additional benefits. 


